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Introduction to Computers 

FACT SHEET 2 :  What runs a Computer? 

 
The Operating System 
 
This is seen as the Brain of your computer. It is the most important program that runs on a 
computer.  
 
Operating systems perform basic tasks, such as: 

·  recognizing input from the keyboard,  

·  sending output to the display screen,  

·  keeping track of files and directories on the disk, and controlling peripheral devices  

such as disk drives and printers.  

Be aware that Microsoft Vista takes up more space on your computer because of its working 
capabilities. 

 

         
 
 
RAM...... what is it? 
It is "Random Access Memory,” the more RAM your computer has, the more data can be loaded 
from the hard drive into the RAM.  This can help speed up your computer. 
 
 
ROM...... what is it? 
ROM(Read only memory) is a type of memory that is permanent unlike RAM.   
 
 
Hard Disk Drive 
1or 2GB is the average size to look for when buying a computer. 

·  The hard disk drive is what stores all your data.  
·  A typical hard drive is only slightly larger than your hand, yet can hold over 300 GB of 

data 
 
 
What to look for in computer specifications. 

·  Look for a PC with Windows XP or Windows Vista  
·  Processor: 1.8 GHz or better 
·  RAM memory: 1 GB or better 
·  Hard Drive: 160 GB or better  
·  Monitor: 17-inch or larger 
·  Software: Microsoft Office (approx $270 extra) 


